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Barnklübbs are being developed in ESR Japan 

warehouse projects over 100,000 m2.

Japan has a shortage of private day care centres for 

children. Waiting lists are common and costs are high 

for most families. To promote family-friendly 

practices, in all ESR Japan warehouse projects over 

100,000 m2, children’s day care centres (called 

Barnklübb) will be developed. These day care centres

are being created to attract more female employees 

and ease their burden of balancing parenting with 

working outside the home.

To date, ESR have developed 6 Barnklübbs in Japan, 

which have a total capacity to provide day care for ca 

650 children. There are an additional three 

Barnklübbs under construction or in the design 

phase. The initial Barnklübbs are starting operations 

this year. ESR Japan have 13 completed warehouses 

project and 8 under construction. 

SPECIFICATION

In addition to responding to the traditional demands 

of clients using our facilities, ESR have another 

important priority: acting as a bridge between the 

local society and the environment. In recent years, 

we have centred our initiatives around addressing 

some of Japan’s most pressing issues, including a 

shortage of labour, job opportunities for talented 

mothers and day care centre space. 

In identifying these key problems, we have sought to 

bring mothers keen to participate in the labour

markets back into the workplace, as well as make 

positive environmental and social contributions, 

which benefit the local community and economy. The 

Barnklübbs are open Monday through Friday 8am to 

7pm to take into account the schedules of working 

mothers.

The Barnklübb concept is complementary to the ESR 

Klübblounges, which are private lounges in the 

warehouse projects with complimentary TV and WiFi, 

as well as a retail shops and other amenities, which 

provide employees with a space to relax and take a 

break. In addition, ESR have installed rooftop solar 

power plants on its warehouses to produce clean, 

renewable energy, in one of Japan’s largest rooftop 

initiatives to promote sustainability.
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ACHIEVEMENT

Important information: This case study has been prepared by the Asian Association for Investors in Non-listed Real Estate Vehicles Limited (ANREV), to provide you with general 

information only. It is not intended to take the place of professional advice. In preparing this case study, the authors did not take into account the investment objectives, financial situation 

or particular needs of any particular person. Before acting on the information provided in this case study you should consider whether the information is appropriate to your individual 

needs, objectives and circumstances. No representation is given, warranty made or responsibility taken as to the accuracy, timeliness or completeness of the information contained in this 

case study. ANREV will not be liable to the reader for any loss or damage as a result of the reader relying on this information.

SPECIFICATION

SUMMARY

LOCATION

ESR Barnklübb, Ichikawa, Japan

ESR Barnklübb, Nanko, Japan

ESR Barnklübb, Fujiidera, Osaka, Japan
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ESR develops the Barnklübb space as part of its 

larger warehouse project and then provides the 

space to the professional day care centre operators 

free of charge.

Employees and tenants do not need to pay for the 

use of the Barnklübbs, as all of the associated costs 

are borne by ESR and by utilising local government 

subsidies. 

As these initial Barnklübbs are just starting taking in 

children this year, it is too early to give exact 

operational metrics, although we will report on our 

Barnklübb initiative on an annual basis going forward.
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PURPOSE

Emma Larsson

Director, Operations & ESG Officer

Singapore: (+65) 6850 0440

Hong Kong: (+852) 9881 7003

Email: elarsson@sg.esr.com

Website/Link: www.esr.com

This Barnklübb initiative benefits ESR’s tenants by 

helping them attract and retain employees, 

particularly younger mothers, which is especially 

important given the very low unemployment rates 

found in major urban areas of Japan. Other real 

estate developers are also reviewing this day care 

centre concept, which we see as a great benefit for 

the community as a whole.

ESR Japan was the recipient of the Social and 

Environmental Contribution award from the 2018 

British Business Awards, due to its commitment to 

enhancing the workplace environment and 

encouraging women to re-enter the workforce. 

COST INFORMATION

STRATEGY

ESR Barnklübb, Fujiidera, Osaka, Japan

ESR Barnklübb, Ichikawa, Japan

ESR Barnklübb, Ichikawa, Japan
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